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Visual Onomatopoeia  

Nouns and Verbs and Adjectives
DUE DATE: Tuesday September 23, 2014
What is an onomatopoeia ?
You know when you hear a word and it the word kind of sounds like the meaning? That’s called onomatopoeia. For example, WHACK sort of sounds like what it means. So does WOW and DRIP. 

With all of our new found Illustrator skills, I think we have what we need to be able to create a visual version of any word we like.

AI tools to use: Text Tool, Colour picker, Direct Selection, Lasso selection, Pen tool, anchor convertor.
Your task:  Part 1 – The Noun
Step 1:

Choose a noun, any noun. 

Remember a noun is a person, place or thing.

It could be an animal, your favourite thing, a person or place that you love etc. (keep it appropriate for the TDSB please)
Step 2:

You will be creating a visual version of the word using only the letters used to spell the word.

Create a sheet of thumbnails with ideas to make your word visual. Try different versions so that you can choose your best for your final idea.
Step 3:

Open an 8 x 10 or 10 x 8 project file in Illustrator CS4 and find a font, size and colour scheme that works well with your word. Type your word out on your canvas.
Step 4:
Right click over your word and choose Create Oulines to make each letter its own element so that you can pick out anchor points and change the shape of each letter.

Step 5:
Use the direct selection, lasso and handles to move your anchor points and create the shape of the word you chose with your letters. Once you have the shape you want with the letter, you can add colour and embellish with other items to create your masterpiece.
Part 2:  The verb (or adjective)
Step 1:

Now choose a verb or adjective Remember a verb is an action word and an adjective is a describing word. 

Step 2:

This is a little more complicated since there really isn’t a picture you can make with one of these words – you will have to be creative and use elements such as colour and shape to help get the feeling of your word across.

Complete the brainstorming worksheet before you start your thumbnails.

Create a sheet of thumbnails with ideas to make your word visual. Try different versions so that you can choose your best for your final idea.

The goal here is to create an image that describes your word so that if a person who does not read English sees it, they will still understand what it says.

Step 3:

Open an 8 x 10 or 10 x 8 project file in Illustrator CS4 and find a font, size and colour scheme that works well with your word. Type your word out on your canvas.

Step 4:
Right click over your word and choose Create Outlines to make each letter its own element so that you can pick out anchor points and change the shape of each letter.

Step 5:
Using the same tools as Part 1, arrange your letters as you’d like. Now, you can get creative and explore the different filters and effects in Illustrator to get your word to look how it sounds. Use gradient colours and backgrounds to help with your look.
See rubric in pickup for evaluation.

